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Social Science Disaster Research: Search for a Holistic
Research from the Perspective of Vulnerability

Tao Peng & Tong Xing

Abstract: The social and natural aspects of disaster shaping the pedigree of multidisciplinary disas-

ter research, however, this situation made some impediments for development of disaster research method

and terminology. With the rise of paradigm of social vulnerability to disaster, the disaster research step

into holistic research stage. This article focuses on the generation and evolution of the paradigm and at

tempts to construct a new theory franework to explain the occurrence and evolution of disaster.

Key words: disaster; social science; vulnerability; paradigm; discursive system
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