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Parental Matchmaking for Children’s Marriage: An Analysis of the Marital

Spouse Selection Behaviors in the Parental Matchmaking Corner in Shanghai
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Abstract : Parental Matchmaking for Children’s marriage and the parental matchmaking corner have been popular for the
young people’s marital selection in China’s urban since 2005. This article tries to explore the Characteristics of the Parental
Dating Behaviors and demonstrates the marital selection strategies of the parents born in 1950s and 1960s for their
unmarried Children. Findings show that parental matchmaking for their children is a new social phenomena in the marriage
market in the changing urban environment, parental matchmaking corner for children’s marriage developed from the
individual and spontaneous behaviors to more organized social activities and this social phenomena can be regarded as the
efforts made by the parental generation grown up in Mao Ze-dong’s time to help the generation Deng Xio-ping’s time to
overcome their marital difficulties.
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