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Gilfillan's Sociology of Invention: the Early Development of Sociology of Technology

WU Hong'*?
(1. School of Humanities, Southeast University, Nanjing 211189, China;
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Abstract: Gilfillan was the founder of sociology of invention at Ogburn generation. His studies on sociology of invention represented the early
development of sociology of technology, while his achievements got impartial treatment because the scholars on sociology of technology always
ignored them. Gilfillan's sociology of invention objected the heroic theory of invention and explored the social reasons, results and prediction of
invention. This essay elaborates Gilfillan's viewpoints and his achievements.
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