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On Foucault’s New Political Thought:

Construction of Micro-Power Genealogy

OUYANG Qian
(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The project of micro-politics presents some important changes in the contemporary political
philosophy. It rejects the traditional political thought and turns on the power relation in the everyday
life. It may be said that the project of micro-politics reflects the political innovation and experimenta-
tion of “New Social Movements” since the 1960s. Foucault’s new political thought should be a model of
the project of micro-politics in some sense. He redeflined the power and politics based on the genealogi-
cal analysis of power relations, and searched after the possible conditions of the resistant politics as a
practical transgression of limits. Foucault’s new political thought was clearly anti-essentialism, and his
project represented the turn of the postmodern politics.
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