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The Structure and Typology of Causal Theory:

A Methodological Consideration on Construction

of Social Science Theory

LU Tao
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084, PRC)

[ Abstract] Modern sociologically quantitatively empirical researchers pay most methodological attention to

the techniques of observation, but ignore the complexes of scientific test and its essential requirements for

the “theory building methods” used to construct competitive middle level of causal theory and research

hypotheses. As a methodological consideration on social science theory building, on the standpoint of the

process realism of causality, this paper constructs a typology of causal theory: identifying the primary

structure of causal theory, that is, causal mechanism propositions and causal association propositions.

Furthermore two different mechanisms are identified, one based on simple causal mechanism as an

independent and direct influential process, and the other based on complex causal mechanism as a

conditionally influential process.

theories and hypotheses.

The typology can be a theoretical tool used to develop competitive

[ Key words | social science theory; scientific test; causality; casual mechanism
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