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Empirical Research on Coercion in Organized Crimes: the Participant Observation of the Gangs
ZHAOQO Jun
(College for Criminal Law Science of Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract : In our country, there is little special research on coercion in organized crime. Using “participant observation”, this
research argues that violence is not a necessary means of organized crime. On the contrary, the biggest legal risk of gang and its
members is from (severe ) violence. Bribery is not necessary for the survival and development of gangs either. In social
interaction ,pure coercion which is not a criminal offense has evolved into one of the most optimal means of gang crime. As same
as organized violence, organized coercion by gangs could also infringe peoples rights seriously. Meanwhile. Using intimidation
means instead of violence greatly reduces the possibility of criminal gangs being prosecuted. Therefore, criminal legislation
should respond to this legal defect.

Key words : organized crimes; coercion; violence ; gangs ; participant observation

64



