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Dialogue between Cultures or between Cultural Interpretations of Modernity: Multi-Modernity in
Contemporary Perspective
Shmuel Noah Eisenstaedt
Going against classical theories of modernity and giving up the single pattern derived from the
West the theory of multi-modernity focuses on cultural interpretations of modernity of different
kinds and regards modernizations in different places across the world as outcomes of different struc—
tural evolution in society. Multi-modernity gives rise to the restructure and definition realized by
different social groups and social movements of different societies and cultures highlighting their
openness and capability of reflection. Tension and clash between modernity of various kinds can be

narrowed down as different interpretations and orientations of modernity.



