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“Fear of Inequality, But More Fear of Unfairness”: Sense of Fairness

and Consciousness of Conflict in the Period of Social Transformation

LI Lulu, TANG Lina, QIN Guang-qiang
(Department of Sociology. Renmin University of China., Beijing 100872)

Abstract: This article focuses on the subjective aspect of social inequality, analyzing people’s percep-
tion and evaluation of social inequality in the period of social transformation from two sides: percep-
tions of income distributive justification and consciousness of social conflict. We not only describe the
general situation of fairness sense, conflict consciousness and their relationship, but also elaborate
their diachronic trend and difference between groups or classes. Analysis of previous CGSS data reveals
that respondents generally percept the growing income inequalities and the unfair income distribution.
Contradiction and conflict between groups are considered to reach a serious degree and continue to dete-
riorate. It’s confirmed that perceptions of the income distributive justification are closely related to the
social conflict consciousness, the higher the former, the higher the latter. It should draw universal at-
tention of the whole society about the fairness, justice and their political consequences in the period of
the social transformation.

Key words: income inequality; fairness; social conflict consciousness
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