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Demographic Transition with Chinese Characteristics

Ma Li Gui Jiangfeng

Abstract: This article develops a balanced —population development approach to the demographic
transition theory arguing that demographic transition is a process in which societies move from a low -
level population balance to a high -level population balance. China has experienced two phases of de—
mographic fransition: a stage in which the demographic transition occurred ahead of economic devel-
opment and a stage in which it interacts with economic development; and China needs to stride across
two traps in the demographic transition process: a “high —child —dependency” tarp and a “high old -
dependency” trap. Stabilizing moderately low fertility levels and enhancing quality of the population are
among the fundamental tasks for the future.
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Figure 1  Schematic Diagram of Single Cycle Stages of Post — demographic Transition
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Figure 2 Schematic Diagram of Multi — Cycle Stages of Post — demographic Transition
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Table 1 Demographic Transition Process: Comparing China with Selected Countries or Regions
()
1810 ~ 1960 150 3.83
1876 ~ 1965 90 2.11
1876 ~965 90 2.26
1896 ~965 70 2.05
1785 ~ 1970 185 1.62
1930 ~ 2000 70 2.46
1920 ~ 1990 70 4.35
1920 ~2000 80 7.02
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Figure 3 Trends in China’ s Dependency Ratios 2010 to 2050
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