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The Social Origin of One-child Policy
Chen En

Abstract: Through theoretical and historical analysis, this article reveals that one-child policy can not simply
be attributed to some party or elites. As a policy of birth planning, one-child policy aims to control the nation-
al population and this attempt reflects the rational logic of modern society. Therefore, modernity is the source
of one-child policy. Secondly, the religion-like attitude towards science in modern Chinese society is also a rea-
son why the elites and ordinary people support one-child policy. The justification process of one-child policy is
under the name of science. The elites believe that one-child policy could effectively control population growth.
because at this time we have mastered the demographics technology and the medical technology of the birth
control
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