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An Examination on Contemporary Western Labor Theories from Multiple Perspectives of Social Thoery

GUO Ling-li
(School of Marxism ,Henan Polytechnic University; Jiaozuo 454000, Henan, China)
Abstract : The contemporary western scholars make researches on labor issues from different perspectives of social theory,
based on the changes in contemporary western social structure and the ways of labor. From the perspective of critical social
theory. Habermas attempts to eliminate colonization of the life-world by producing potential of communicative rationality under
the premise of fundamental differences between labor and communication; Baudrillard and Bauman analyze contemporary
characteristics and significance of labor from postmodern society theory; Baker expounds risk feature and social influence of
labor in the risk society; Bell and others explore knowledge feature and cultural significance of labor from the social culture
theory; Hannah Arendt unscrambles political meaning of labor from political social theory; and Michael Burawoy brings
workers back in, and analyses manufacturing roles of “the politics of production” to consensual labor, and so on. In general ,
these studies focus on the relations between labor and contemporary social world, labor has become one of the main perspectives
for them to interpret contemporary social world. These ways of research have important reference value for us to further
explore and researches on the relations between work and contemporary social world, and decent labor and the life quality of the
contemporary.

Key words : labor theory; social theory; multiple perspectives; the contemporary Western world; Marxs labor theory
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