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Social-Security Action of Migrant Workers in Cities under Dual Social Structure
—A Case Study of Migrant Workers in Construction Industry in Haidian District

XIA Yan—fang' ZHAO Meng-ying’
1. Liberal Arts and Law School Southwest Petroleum University Chengdu Sichuan 610500 China
2. College of Philosophy and Sociology Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875 China)

Abstract: Based on open style interview with individual subjects and Giddens’ theory of structuration and from the
perspective of self—initiative of migrant workers this paper analyzes the relationship between the social security sys—
tem under dual social structure and the protection action of migrant workers with special focus on migrant workers’
response to the solidified social structure. Through analyzing the interview materials of individual subject the au—
thors find that dual social structure imposes restrictions on the action of migrant construction workers by way of pro—
hibiting and forcing their actions. On the other hand migrant workers in cities display individual initiative in
obtaining using and recreating resources opportunities and rules. In this way the protection action of migrant
workers has a great influence on both themselves and the systems which to a certain extent brings changes to the

structure.
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