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Study on the Triple-Construction Systems of the Urban-Rural Relationship
Wang Zhongwu

Abstract; The urban-rural relationship in contemporary China shows a trend of being continuously
social constructed. Specifically, it depicts an interrelated triple-mechanism of being-constructed, self-
constructed, and re-constructed. The being-constructed mechanism is driven by the combined forces
including natural environment, economic basis, technology innovation, development and
administration strategy, political institution, social theory, and international context. The self-
constructed mechanism consists of the internal self-constructed effect and the external self-constructed
effect. The former can be reflected by the self-reproduction mechanism and inertia of urban-rural
differences in thinking, institution, policy, and structure; and the latter can be reflected in the macro
social dimension that is about human rights and justice, political civilization and image, quality of
development, and the mode of urbanization that may determine people’s livelihood and social stability.
Since 1949, some malpractices of the self-constructed function of the urban-rural relationship have
emerged, such as urban-rural segmentation, unbalanced development, increasing urban-rural gap, and
the problem of agriculture, rural areas, and farmer. As a result, the urban-rural relationship should
be re-constructed for the purposes of improving urban-rural relation, adjusting the integrating
mechanism of urban-rural relation, upgrading the guiding mechanism, reforming the institution and
regulation, and improving the boosting mechanism of urban-rural relationship.

Key words: urban-rural relationship; triple-construction systems; construction system; self-construc-

tion system; re-construction system
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