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Economic Relationship between Parents of Over
50 Years Old with Their Only Child

ZHOU Chang — hong LIU Song MAO Jing — shu LIU Yue GE Fang LIU Pei — dan HAN Qing — song
( The Department of Public Management of Nanjing College for Population Programme Management
Nanjing Jiangsu 210042 China)

Abstract: Based on the data from a sampling survey about rural families of aged parents( 50 +) with one child over 5 counties
(or districts) in China about 60% of the families are empty — nest mainly because of the adult — child out to work away from
parents” home. Although more than half these parents think that having 2 or more children could be better for providing to
them than having only child but the intention to rely on children to provide for their aged life has been greatly weakened.

These families” inter — generational wealth flows mainly from adult — child to elderly parents. About sixty percent of the parents
support to live separately from their adult - child families. Even if the childs families dwelled in urban most of the parents
would not come to live together. Meanwhile they do not show trust in the social system to provide for their aged life either. This
dilemma could make these elderly parents who have made outstanding contributions to the countries” population control face se—
rious problems to secure support for their aged life.
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