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City and Chinese Society Research
Chen Yingfang

Abstract: The expansion of urbanization movement, development of urban and the rising position of
city in China’ s politics, economics and culture system are the most important parts of China’ s change
during last 30 years. If we cannot fully understand the city’ s significance in today’ s China, we will not
be able to explain the logic of social change of China. The widespread city imagination among China’ s
academia and the current situation of disciplinary sub — differentiation in urban studies are not conductive
to the research of China’ s town tradition as well as urban society. Modern city is influenced by features of
state, market and society, and its structure also forms the driving power and control force of those
features’ mutual relationship. From the urban point of view, we will find out that a state possess specific
intervention power towards a society’ s daily life. Both the urban social study and the social study with
urban dimension are challenges to scholars who study Chinese society.

Keywords: City Imagination; Chinese Society; Modern City
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