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Social Construction: Western Theories and Chinese Experience

Zhou Xiaohong
Abstract: As the fruit of drastic social transition in the process of Western modernization, modern
social sciences have formed varied theories and empirical studies, which can be borrowed by Chinese
academia in the discussion concerning social construction and the building of a “harmonious socialist
society”. While Western theories and narrations may have universal meanings, they are not always
applicable to the social construction of China due to its unique institutions, history and culture. In the
extensive space between Western theories and Chinese experience, social scientists in China are
endowed with the vocation of bridging the gap and developing social construction theories with
Chinese characteristics. At the present stage, the Chinese Model has been bringing about social
developments as well as conflicts and clashes. Defining its keynote and institutional bottleneck, and
establishing corresponding reforms and solutions can help pave a practicable path of social construction
of China.

Key words: social construction, Western theories, universality, particularity, Chinese experience



