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The Challenge and Breakthrough Facing the
Disciplinary Development of Marine Sociology

Chen Tao
(School of Law &. Political Science, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: As an emerging branch of sociological subject, marine sociology has already formed its own

scientific community. However, the deviation of sociological category and deficiency of disciplinary theory

have been restricting its development. Enhancement of disciplinary consciousness and sociologicalization

are needed to correct the deviation. For disciplinary theoretical construction, the scientific community

needs to remove grand narrative, move towards field study and theoretical deduction. Marine develop-

ment, which includes nongovernmental attitude, ecological damage, low—level development and oil spill,

provides a platform for a dialogue between marine sociology and main sociology. Marine sociology focuses

on the relevant cultural factors as well as the social mechanisms, processes and consequences of marine de-

velopment.

Key words: marine sociology; scientific community; sociological category; legitimation; marine devel-

opment



