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The Research of the Relationship between the Scientific &

Technological Risks and Public Cognition
Al Zhi-giang, SHEN Yuan-jun

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Liaoning University of Technology, Jinzhou, Liaoning 121001)

Abstract: The research of the relationship between the scientific and technological risks and public cog-
nition is helpful in solving problems such as the contradictory attitudes toward the risks from experts
and the public, the contradictory attitudes toward public cognition of the risks, and the contradictions
between the public cognition and trust on the risks. The relationship between the scientific and techno-
logical risks and public cognition includes two aspects: the public subjective cognition of the risks and
the objective influence of the risks to public cognition, which are two processes differing from each oth-
er and interconnected as well. In order to comprehensively clarify the relationship between the risk and
public cognition, a comprehensive theoretical analysis should be undertaken on the basis of the two
processes above, and then works out the realistic revelation of the research on relationship between the
scientific and technological risk and public cognition.

Key words: the scientific and technological risk; public cognition; comprehensive theoretical frame-

work
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