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Abstract: Since 1839, the debate between positivism sociology and anti-positivism sociology
has started. We can say that the 170-year development of sociology is the history of argument
between them. Chinese sociology has inherited the positivist characteristics of western sociolo-
gy. Positivism is the mainstream of Chinese sociology and focuses on empirical investigation.
But at the same time, like western sociology, there are also the dual differences between the
empirical sociology and anti-empirical, quahtitative research and qualitative analysis in the de-
velopment of Chinese sociology. Especially in the mid 1960s, since the argument of “western
sociology crisis”, the debate has become more heated; resulting in how far Chinese positive so-
ciology can go. In order to solve this problem, we should provide a correct analysis and solu-
tion from the perspective of the special feature of sociology and the current reality of China’s
transition.
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