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Recognition of Mr. Sun Ben-wen’s Contribution
to Early Chinese Sociology Study

Zheng Hang-sheng
(Center for Studies of Sociological Theory & Method, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Mr. Sun Ben-wen was a leading figure in the field of early Chinese sociology
study, who played an indispensable role in the development of sociology study in China.
His contribution was reflected in three aspects: Firstly, Sun, the representative figure
of the highest achievements in the theoretical research of early Chinese sociology study,
established a comprehensive theoretical system for sociology. And the theoretical con-
sciousness he embodied was worth cherishing particularly; Secondly, by means of defi-
ning the object of sociological research, promoting the localization of sociology study.
and highlighting the applied value of sociology study, Sun positively made laws and reg-
ulations for sociology study. Sun was the representative personage who promoted the
development and expansion of sociology discipline in China before the liberation; Third-
ly, Sun was the typical representative of the spirits of sociologists in China, who were
diligent and were committed to serve the country by boosting social progress, and who
regarded that there was no sectarian among different academic schools. All of these were

worth learning.

Key words: Sun Ben-wen; comprehensive school; theoretical sociology; theoretical con-

sciousness; discipline spirit
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