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Family Care-Giving and Rural Filial Piety: An
Ethnographic Case Study in a North China Village
HUAN Jian-li

(Uniwversity of Science and Technology Beijing . Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract ; Based on fieldwork data from a North China village, the paper in-
vestigates into the ordeal of the changes of disease spectrum on rural filial piety
from the perspective of family care-giving for the chronically ill. Results show
that taking care of the elderly not only impacts the family life of adult children,
but also changes their family relationship, which further highlights the serious
problem of supporting the elderly in rural areas. But the primary reason of such
crisis is not the decline of filial piety. Fieldwork data shows that most of the a-
dult children are trying their best to take care of their parents, although they face
a series of difficulties in doing so. If we overemphasize the decline of filial piety.
we might neglect both the above—mentioned facts and the institutional roots of
the problem of supporting the elderly in rural areas.

Key Words: chronic illness; family care-giving; care— giving burden; rural
filial piety
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