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Abstract : The change of the farmers’ characteristics, recognition logic and the activity

field, are the main factors influencing the farmers’ historical changes and their behavior-

al characteristics which constitute the basis of Chinese rural social changes. In tradition-

al Chinese society, the farmers were typical atomic smallholders, the survival value

topped their recognition logic, and their activities geographically being confined to the

villages and towns. In the people’s commune period farmers were organized into com—

munes, becoming the collectivized smallholder and their recognition logic shifting from

the subjective value,and their activity regions firmly being tied to the commune. After

the reforms, the farmers are involved in the market becoming the social smallholders ,

showing a rise of the value of social recognition logic,and their activities geographically

falling into the situation of being in the market but being difficult “into the city”.

Key words : farmer; atomic smallholder; collectivized smallholder; social smallholder
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