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Dialogue of Anthropology: Understanding —verstehen

Luo Hongguang

(Institute of Sociology, CASS, Beijng 100732, China)

Abstract: Throughout the history of anthropology, interpretivism inherited the mantle
of Weber, therefore Anthropology is positioned as an knowledge of understanding
“otherness”. Understanding “otherness™’s world is anthropology’s "field work™, and
its result is ethnography available for understanding and analysis. So the problem here
is how anthropologists have to show his/her understanding of the “otherness™’s world
with anthropological interpretation. The process of presenting “otherness™’s culture is
called knowledge reproduction process of “Understanding —verstehen”by the
author. From cultural hermeneutics (such as Geertz’s "Thick Description” ) to the
reflectivism of the end of the 20th century , we find that this understanding also
involves understanding moral judgment and self-understanding, as result, points to the
public knowledge and how to build knowledge, which is beyond the traditional
anthropological view of otherness. In the case, we can’t restore the interpretive
understanding back to the Weberian sense "ideal type™ (German: Idealtyp).
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