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On Contemporary Researches of Property
Rights in Economic Anthropology
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(Jishou University . Jishou 416000, China)

Abstract ; Property is an important research focus in humanities and social
sciences. Anthropologists began in 1980s to discuss the concept of property
which had been neglected for a long time and its diversified representations under
different cultures. Apart from studies of social relations from the perspective of
traditional property relationship, there are some new researches into the nature
of property, values and power. After reviewing studies on the concept of proper-
ty in economic anthropology and discussing property relationship and social rela-
tionship, this paper points out that property and non-property, just like commod-
ity and non-commodity, not only are different in cultural and historical senses,
but also have to do with social and cultural moral belief and the evaluation of val-

ues.
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