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In Search of "Us" in the Context of Pluralistic Integration
—A Socio—psychological Approach to Consensus Building
Yang Yiyin Zhang Shuguang

Abstract: The fulfillment of the "Chinese Dream" requires all the people to "work with one mind".
Against the background of social transformation characterized by the diversification of the interested
parties, "working with one mind" mainly refers to bringing the "diversification" into "an organic whole".
"Social cohesion" and "social consensus" are two different aspects of "working with one mind". There
are three types of socio—psychological mechanisms underpinning social cohesion: "guanxilization",
"categorization" and "tessellation", and "tessellation" is most suitable for constructing a pluralistic
integration relationship. The effective implementation of the mechanism of "tessellation" depends on
the flattenization of social structure. The social consensus urgently needs to be achieved through the
communication between the government and groups as well as communications among and within these

groups.

Keywords: Pluralistic integration, social consensus, social representations
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