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The Rural” Stranger Society' in the Toursism
Context: A Field Study of Lingqu Canal

ZHOU Da-ming, SHI Wei

(Sun Yat-sen University , Guangzhou 510275, China;
Guangzhou University , Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: As one of the most important national heritages and tourism
hotspots, the Lingqu Canal is inevitably influenced by the rapid tourism develop-
ment, and the inveterate acquaintance society is changed. With the Lingqu Canal
tourism as the case, the authors conduct a field study of Lingqu Canal, discus-
sing the rural society of Lingqu Canal as a new" stranger society' . The relation-
ship network of the rural stranger society along the Lingqu Canal takes the forms
of internal and external relationship. The external relatingship is an interactive
relationship between the host and the guest, which is categorized as a dominant
stranger relationship, while the internal relationship is an contractual relation-
ship spontaneously taking shape during the process of tourism development with-
in the rural society, which is categorized as a recessive stranger relationship. The
authors believe that the relationship network of stranger society in the Lingqu
Canal tourism context is compatible with the development of local rural society.
A proper settlement of the host-guest relationship is critical for the sustainable
development of the heritage-based tourism of Lingqu Canal.

Key Words: tourism development; rural society; stranger society; the
Lingqu Canal
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