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The Process of Familization of Migration in China

YANG Ju-hua' CHEN Chuan-bo’

(1 Center for Population and Development Studies Renmin University of China Beijing
100872 China;2 School of Rural Development Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: Based on clear definitions of major concepts and drawing on nationally representative
and timely data this paper depicts the process of familization of migration. Findings suggest that
both non — family migration and family migration co — exist and that members of nuclear family
tend to arrive at the place of destination sequentially. However such national pattern disguises
regional differences: it has been discovered that central provinces and inter — prefecture migra—
tion are associated with a higher proportion of family migration a fewer times and shorter time
span for all family member to reunion while in east and westprovinces the pattern is the oppo—
site. The lower proportion of familization of migration in more developed areas may reflect a
higher threshold for family reunion andexpensive living cost preventingfamily reunion in receiv—
ing society while inadequate resources in underdeveloped areas discourage migrants to bring in
family members to the place of destination.
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