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A Review of Institutional Theory in Political Science;
the Paradigms and Change
Tang Xingjun Qi Weiping
Abstract; Institution has been one of the key propositions of political science research, so the
development and transition of institutionalism has become the epitome of political science. Since 19th
century, Institutionalism has experienced the traditional institutionalism and new institutionalism. In the
middle of 20th century, behaviorism replaced the traditional institutionalism. After the momentary
prosperity, institutionalism rose again and absorbed the marrow of behaviorism and traditional
institutionalism. At last, it comes out rational choice institutionalism, sociological institutionalism and
historical institutionalism which have different characteristics. The new institutionalism had significant
influence on chinese politics research. Political science research is faced with a great opportunity of
change in China, both the theory construction and perspectives and methods for the research. This paper
is trying to discuss the integration and indigenization of institutional theory which comes from the

developed countries.
Keywords: Political Science; Institutionalism; Behaviorism; New Institutionalism
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