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State-Theory Studying in West Countries

ZHOU Chang-you

( Chongqing University of Arts & Science Chongqing 402160 China)

Abstract: The traditional state-theory studying in west countries has two orientations: public state ide—

a that is based on contrast conception and instrumentalism state idea which is based on predatory theo—

ry. The main stream state-theory studying was political system theory and political community studies

in behaviorism era. With “bring the state back in” and revival in the state-theory studying structure—

functionalism and historical institutionalism and neo-institutionalism views had became the main stud-

ying orientations in the post-behaviorism era. In this thesis we will briefly introduce the origin and new

development of state-theory studying in west countries.

Key words: state-theory; political system; contract theory; predatory theory; neo-institutionalism



