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On the Kinship of the Arka People and Rubber Transaction
——Taking the Old Village of Zhasongban
in Xishuangbanna for Example

OUYANG Jie
(Sun Yat-sen University , Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: On an empirical study of rubber transaction in the old village of
Zhasongban in Xishuangbanna, this paper explores into how the kinship of the
Arka society has shaped village-based rubber transaction markets. Their instru-
mental manipulation of key concepts in rubber transaction made price mechanism
in modern market economy unviable. The local people’s economic behavior is ba-
sically based on a multi-level hierarchical network under the principle of father
son genealogy. It is through their dynamic practice in village-based rubber trans-
action that the Arka people understands and interprets rubber transaction and the
underlying western capitalist market economy and realizes the localization of mar-
ket economic system.
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