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Social Transformation and State Building:

A Literature Review and New Directions
CHEN Na-bo HUANG Dong-ya
( School of Government Sun Yat-sen University Guangzhou 510275  China)

Abstract: The thesis made a literature reviewed on three questions that is what is the state what is
the state to do and how does the state to do. There are four perspectives in the literature on “what the state
is” including historical institutionalism rational choice new Marxism and the “state in society” perspective.
In the literature on “what the state is to do” by penetrating into the role the state should play and actually
play in the process of social transformation more and more attention was paid to the complicated relationship
between the state and society and the dichotomy was given up which result in four fruitful research field
including the studies on civil society rural China election and developing state. In the literature on how the
state is to do the studies on the state capacity and the state infrastructure power placed great emphasis on the
state capacity’s independence of the regime type. Based on these literatures the thesis summarized three
research directions in China state studies that is the study on the state institution change the relationship
between the state and social transformation and the state building.

Keywords: social transformation; state building; State Theory; state and society



