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Interculturality and Discipline Identity : Reflections on
My Anthropological Thailand Study Experience

GONG Hao-qun
(Renmin University of China, Beijing 100081,China)

Abstract ; Interculturality between foreign anthropologists and indigenous
scholars have profound and significant ethnographical meaning. Indigenous schol-
ars life experience, political viewpoints and academic perspective are the social
facts which we should conduct research on and should be represented through
ethnographical texts. On the other hand, the academic exchanges between for-
eign anthropologists and indigenous scholars will form equal dialogue relation-
ship, which leads to the rethinking of authoritative discourse in the anthropology
discipline and constitutes the necessary epistemological background for the over-
seas ethnographical practice. Cross-disciplinary research is no longer categorized
as the principle represented by" Imperial Anthropology' that political viewpoints
and knowledge is imposed by the superior. Valuing interior perspective, forming
multi-perspectives and promoting interculturality are the basis of building the i-
dentity of world anthropology.
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anthropology; Thailand studies
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