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State Building from the Social Contract Perspective

JIANG Yong-fu
(School of Public Administration, Guangxi University, Nanning, Guangxi, 530004, PRC)

[Abstract] The state and the people can be identified in the modern nation. The relationship between the
state and the people is core proposition for the state building. From the perspective of social contract, the
purpose and mission of the state building is to solve the legality of the modern nation. From the people’
inalienable natural rights, the social contract theory has reconstructed the relationship between the state
and the people. The people should have obligations of obeying the contract, and the legitimate political
authority has derived from the people’s consent. The social contract theory has promoted the concept of
the modern nation, and has guided the reconstruction of constitutionalism, democracy and the rule of law
for the modern nation.

[Key words] state building; social contract; legitimacy
( k) EuE)

113



