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Abstract: The power relationships between husband and wife in the family are the ultimate manifestation of relationships between men
and women. This paper reviews existing literature in and outside of China and examines factors influencing marital relationships based
on data from the 3rd survey on the social status of Chinese women in Fujian. The findings show that marital relationships in China are
complex. The power plays between husband and wife are affected by the sex of the individual, resources one controls, stereotypes, fam-

ily structure and life cycle of the family as well as one's contribution to the family.
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