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(WAL L H)

Institution and Its Influence on Family Members Living
Together or Dividing in Chinese History
Wang Yuesheng

Abstract: Institution had played different roles on peoples living style in different periods of
Chinese history. In a word there were some institutions that restrained separate—kitchen between parents
and adult children dividing among brothers and encouraged big family that parents and married sons
lived together. At the same time there was institution environment that was suitable for growth of nuclear
family in the history. However the law policy clan regulations and habitus played a role on division
they were not rigid rules. Faw made concession on division in Yuan Ming and Qing dynasties. When
social security system had not been established adult children took pension obligations for old parents.
Although compound family wasnt universal lineal family was an important family form before the modern
China. In my opinion the main family forms included nuclear family lineal family and compound
family. The proportion of lineal family and nuclear family was higher than the compound family. Of
course it’s different among different social classes.

Keywords: Family Type; Institution; Family Division; Separate Property
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