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Risks and Abilities: Old-age Support of “421” Structure Family

——Also on Safety of Family and Construction of Harmonious Society
SONG Jian

(Center for Population and Development Studies, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: The so-called “421” structure family, the core of which is one couple of only child and the
second generation with one child, has caused great concern as it is considered to be encountered with
huge risk of old-age support due to its typical inverted pyramid type and vulnerability in nature. By
looking into the potential old-age support risks and the abilities of Chinese families in the transitional
society from three aspects, namely economic support, caring for the aging parents and mental comfort.
the paper finds that old-age support risk is a common challenge faced by all contemporary families and
the biggest challenge comes from the shortage of family resources in taking care of the elderly. As the
security of family is essential to the construction of a harmonious society, corresponding policies and
measures are therefore needed to avoid or lessen the potential risks and to strengthen the ability of fam-
ily old-age support.

Key words: “421” structure family; old-age support risk; old-age support ability; safety of family;

construction of harmonious society
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