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On Chinese Feeling: Connotations, Characters and Significance of Research

Zhou Xiaohong

Abstract: During the time span of over three decades since the initiation of the reform and opening up
in China, against the background of drastic social transition, the values and social mentality of the Chinese
people have undergone no less rapid changes, which are here termed as “Chinese feeling”. On the macro lev-
el, the transition of Chinese social structure is endowed with noticeable duality. on the micro level, the chang-
es in values and social mentality, or in “Chinese feeling”, have also been characterized by their apparent mar-
ginality. This marginality, on the one hand, demonstrates that “Chinese feeling” is the mental crystallization
of social transition and the spiritual legacy of two successive but heterogeneous eras as well as the turn from
the former era to the latter. on the other hand, it constitutes a unique perspective of understanding changes in
contemporary China and an opportunity to construct social sciences with Chinese characteristics. Chinese
feeling, as an object of research, makes it possible for us to utilize this unprecedented transition in China as
academic resources for social sciences and ultimately, it can help us to uncover the general rules concerning
the changes of human social psychology.

Key words: Chinese Feeling; Connotations,; Essential Characters; Significance of Research



