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Dropping Out of School for Work for Rural Youth and Its Determinants

Liu Chengbin

Abstract: In addressing long-erm development of rural youth this article explores the phenomenon
and the mechanisms of school dropout for migrant work for rural youth which is currently a common so-
cial problem in China. The analysis based on survey data shows that dropout for migrant work is relat—
ed to the following factors: the distance between rural and urban society individuals™ economic atti—
tude their perspective on macro-social trends and their parents™ educational concept and method.
Other than the structural issue on the urban—ural differences the decision of rural youth of school drop-
out for migrant work is made by an economic—ationality-based model. However dropout for migrant
work should not be considered solely as a personal issue of rural youth but also a social problem that
needs to be addressed through policy adjustment. Therefore it is suggested that a gradient based mi-
gration policy be adopted to avoid a single utilitarian and economically orientated perspective.

Keywords: Peasant Workers Dropping out of School for Work Economic Ritionality Migration Policy

Author: Liu Chengbin is Associate Professor Department of Sociology Huazhong University of Sci—
ence and Technology. Email: shipinshehuiliu@ 163. com

*OAHRZE B RAMEASME WRM RS RE I @RS F 5 M7 (10CSHOLS) Fo b g F 4k KAHAF L 42
% & 3 3 4 (2014WQY012) K84,



103

( floating) ( immigration)
o 18
16
o 7 6 3 16
2008 140 ( 2010 2012) ; 2003
10.7% ( N 2009)
2000.2002 2003
20.44% 12.88%  8.95% ( N . 2006)
( 2012) .
( . 2007; . 2009; . 2009) -
( 1998; N 2005; 2011) .
o (2000 7 2011 2 )
) o

o 66 1050



104 38
860 817
65 o 1 0
1
Table 1  Sample Characteristics
3 474 58.0 15 3 15 % VAT 44 5.4
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oS 343 42.0 16 ¥ 30 3.7
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35 % Bk 506 61.9 17 % 45 5.5
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35 T 311 38.1 T 18 % 44 5.4
NEEAT 192 23.5 19 % B G 414 50.7
e 379 46.4 B (k4T L) 240 29.4
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Table 2 Dropout Rates of Three Junior High Schools in Zhejiang, Hubei and Henan %
2001 4 2002 4 2003 & 2004 & 2005 4 2006 % 2007 8 2008 &
T DAn P 8.9 8.7 8.1 7.3 6.0 6.6 6.7 5.7
B T AP 4.4 5.0 10.0 9.5 12.6 10.9 7.6 6.3
T W 9.6 9.9 6.2 7.8 9.0 8.3 4.9 5.4
7 MR G 2010 £ B RALH A AR B (10CSHOLS) 698 E, T@A A E R AR ER L AZ—AS,
o D 2001 638 2008
492 T 2001 801 2008 620
; W 2001 1224 2008 840 .
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Table 3 Estimation of School Dropout in Guizhou Province

4y Wb R wPRLAK  WPREAK ;ﬁj 2‘;” ;;’;Z’ o
1997 1511 276443 412114

1998 1567 298548 445196

1999 1592 312633 494406

2000 1648 331329 557466 80785 19. 60
2001 1523 362647 638216 82549 18.54
2002 1923 434933 703105 59473 12.03
2003 2068 502251 728959 55215 9.90
2004 2183 573295 721590 64921 10.17
2005 2193 627254 710857 75851 10.79
2006 2151 650318 704579 78641 10.79
2007 2189 645490 709794 76100 10.55

KRR TN AT A BRETBHEMNAS LRSS G %t £ %1998 4 £ 2008 4, + B %3+ h pit.
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Table 4  Dropout Rates in the Provinces of Sichuan, Hubei, Henan, Zhejiang, and Guangdong

Fr w1 iEL T 2 gas I &
1997 15.6 17.3 6.9 7.4 10.8
1998 16.0 18.8 8.4 6.3 13.4
1999 14.8 16.8 9.4 5.1 11.2
2000 15.7 14.8 12.2 4.6 10.0
2001 13.8 11.4 5.1 3.1 7.9
2002 12.9 11.0 2.3 2.3 6.8
2003 13.6 8.8 5.8 2.2 7.9
2004 7.6 8.1 3.6 2.0 9.6

KA BT W S5t B% (NGt E5) 5t % (Mnit £ X)) Tabsit BH% CTasnit £ X))
TG B (it £ 5 ) A% B% O A%t 5, 540 8 1998 F £ 2008 4, B it i it

e e 10. 1%
2003 10.7% ( . 2009)
10% . £ 2000 14 ~35
30127.95 2009 20440. 12 14 ~35
2000  ~3000 .
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Table 5 Percentage in Answering “Strongly Agree” to the Question
Regarding Earning Money by Yong Peasants Aged Less than 35
#R 15 % & & F( N =33) 16 ~18 % (N =89) 19 % Z A& (N =127)
B iRk R IFE 27.3 16.7 14.3
P2 A8 B AF R AR5 B 4R AL R 18.2 23.3 11.8
RNABEHTIREFTH 54.5 20.0 11.5
AT TR RV R — A 72.7 26.7 12.2
HARAAE BB EAGY 54.5 20.0 11.5
AHEWH F 5 EE % 27.3 23.3 11.8
RAFT AT o — A Mo A5 18.2 20.0 11.5
XKFAFFRAFTERERYNE 54.5 20.0 22.4
ARG A AL | R 54.5 23.3 12.9
MHAANFE AR RER 54.5 20.0 22.4
15 13 N »
({3 »
( 2012) “
o 6 o
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Table 6 Reasons for Migrant Work for Yong Peasants
s PAHRE TRl LB, FHRA ERR  Ihigk
” XITTT  REEH WERLR AM B HTikA
Vi 9 0 15 4 3 2
15 % K &£ F(N=33)
Pk 27.3 0.0 45.5 12.1 9.1 6.1
16 ~18 % IRA 16 9 30 13 6 15
(N =89) EIES 18.0 10.1 33.7 14.6 6.7 16.9
19 % B L5 LT e 21 29 39 18 4 16
(N=127) I F 16.5 22.8 30.7 14.2 3.1 12.6
&3t MH 46 38 84 35 13 33
(N=249) UiES 18.5 15.3 33.7 14.1 5.2 13.3
X = 19.390 df=10 sig<0.05
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Table 7 Ways of Getting Work for the Young Peasants
ERARE  RBRFMA .
kS ol Oy a0 ATk H A
A-43 B

15 % 3 2 Pk e 16 5 0 3 7 1
(N=33) LS 50.0 15.6 .0 9.4 21.9 3.1

16-18 % EIE e 35 24 0 10 17 3
(N =89) EiE 39.3 27.0 .0 11.2 19.1 3.4

19 #0E EIE e 34 13 5 29 44 2
(N=127) g 26.8 10.2 3.9 22.8 34.6 1.6

At bk e 85 42 5 42 68 6
(N=248) EIES 34.3 16.9 2.0 16.9 27.4 2.4

X' =29.700 df=10 sig<0.001
3.3
35
o 8 0
8
Table 8 Logistic Regression for Dropping Out of School for Migrant Work

T% B S.E, Wald Sig. Exp (B)
RATALIE S 0.655 0.222 8.739 0.003 1.925
B IAL A dn 0.289 0.155 3.492 0.062 1.335
AN F AR 0.254 0.124 4.188 0.041 1.290
LEFHFNAFF X 0. 140 0.083 2.853 0.091 1.150
WP ALLIEE -0.475 0. 145 10. 800 0.001 0.622
e —-26.223 8.854 8.773 0.003 0.000

-2 AFEAKAE = 115.843 N =158

Y =-126.223 +0.655X, +0.289X, + 0.254X, + 0. 140X, — 0. 475X,

Y
X3

Xl XZ
X, X,

B=BxS.D. /1.8138 :
Y = 1.562X, +0.842X, + 1.210X, + 0. 649X, — 1. 439X,

[43 ”»

N N



109

4
7 15
16 ~18 .19
. 2007; 2012)
o 35
( 1996) .
1987)

tridge. etc  2008)

o

“ ” ( .

€« ”

[

18.2%:;
39.3% \41.7% »
( 2003; N 2007)
( N 2010) .
( 2005;
(
( Knight John Reform 2008; Par—
( ) 5 “
”( . 2009)
”( 1989) .



110

38

« »

«“ »

é“©

35%

2000  ~3000 “ 7

[ ”»

«

[43 ”»
A)
(43 ”»
o
2 [
[3 ”
o
“ ”»
.
AY
2000 ~ 3000
.
,
”
o
“« ”
[43 ”»
”» (43
o
Y AY

o 2010 5 19
i

14 ~ 35

1980)



2 111

( 1 1993 28% 2002 22%)

( 37% 29% 13%) -

80% o
( ) — ( <<2008 >>
3 ),
“ » (
2009; 2013) . «
/References:

1 MBHE - & FRAEF BhL A G FEARKS DS RA,2006:34

Amartya Sen. 2006. Rationality and Freedom. China Renmin University Press: 34.
2 AL EA, LS. A e RSt R RGP L. F BA oA ,2009;4:52 -61
Chen Gang, Li Shu and Chen Yili. 2009. Research of the Influence of Population Mobility on Criminal Rate. Chinese Jour—

nal of Population Sciences 4:52 -61.
3OF. AR I b BRI 5 TR ABI. AR, 1998;3:71 82
Huang Ping. 1998. Promotion or Strike to Agriculture: Study on Migrant Work of Peasant Workers at Village Level. Sociologi—

cal Studies 3:71 - 82.

4 mRAEE. 2

SN 3k B AR, T 460 448 ,1980: 7

Galbraith. 1980. Economics and the Public Purpose. The Commercial Press: 7.



112 38

5

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
20

LRERE. P EAA—RE T LAS TR ST, FR G, 1990: 12
Marcuse. 1990. One-Dimensional Man Studies in the Ideology of Advanced Industrial Society , Chonging Publish Press: 12.
X RAR. REIAFH 7 XE FAitsa ok, PEATHF,2013;4:108-116
Liu Chengbin. 2013. Social Mobility of Chinese Peasant-Workers’ Children: Social Differentiat Patterns between the Float—
ing-along and the Left-behind. Chinese Journal of Population Sciences 4: 108 -116.
F AR AR S S T3 UG HF R R F e, ¥ BA A E,2012;4:103 - 110
Niu Jianlin. 2012. The Influence of Egress Laboring Boom in Rural Area on the Phenomenon of School Dropout during Com—
pulsory Education Period. Chinese Journal of Population Sciences 4:103 - 110.
b —, W, BRI RS R A LS B F R e R, P BA T AS,2005;4:59 - 66
Jiang Zhongyi and Dai Hongsheng. 2005. Reducing the Rate of Dropout in Rural Junior School and Reform Compulsory Ed-
ucation System. Chinese Journal of Population Sciences 4: 59 - 66.
FiaE KA NFAHRMRFAERED BRBRWAELHELT. HFFAAA, 2009; 1:79-81
Lu Desheng and Lai Changchun. 2009. Adjustments and Changes of “Control Dropout”Polity in China in the Contexty
Students” Voluntary Dropout. Education Academic Journals Monthly 1:79 -81.
BRiER. FEREF RREFEL. PRBIFHRAL, 1996: 4
Chayanov. 1996. Peasant Economic Organization. Central Compilation & Translation Press: 4.
T e B3 A, EHF. RRKIAE Y BRA. S AR B RAE,2009: 187
Rachel Murphy. Huang Tao and Wang Jing Translate. 2009. How Migrant Labor Is Changing Rural China. Zhejiang
People’s Publishing House: 187.
ARRK. BAEMGR L. B4 54,1987 22
Schults. 1987. To Transform Traditional Agriculture. The Commercial Press: 22.
HRE, TR T HBR P F LM A 0B TSR RAATIR A1 P B R ZF,2007;6:39 -45
Su Qun and Ding Yi. 2007. Influencing Factors of School Dropout for Children in High School : The Case of North Rural
Fujian. China Rural Economy 6: 39 -45.
TR, P ERMN G FILEF LA P EARHASE, 201151:138 150
Tan Shen. 2011. Review of the Research on Left-behind Children in Rural Area of China. China Social Science 1:138 - 150.
YR ARES, TR NE T BB AR s A RAT USRS PR . A AT S 5% %, 2006
3:54-61

Wang Shenpei, Xu Hongsheng and Wang Lianzhao. 2006. Examining School Dropout Phenomenon from Official Data: Re—
search on the School Dropout Problem during the Compulsory Period in Rural Area of Henan Province. Education Re—
search and Experiment 3: 54 - 61.

EET,HF RA G FILE RS PR LB B F PR HF F4R,2010;10: 54 - 57

Wang Zhizhong and Hu Ping. 2010. Exploration on the Problem of School Dropout of Left-behind Children in Rural Area.
Shanxi College and University Social Science Journal 10: 54 - 57.

REH. RAEHIFRFGFEZFRE. HFAR,2003:1:36-38

Zhang Shiju.2003. Non-economic Factor of School Dropout of Teenagers in Rural Area. Youth Research 1:36 -38.
Harri,J. R . 1995. Wheres the Child’s Environment? A Group of Socialization Theory of Development. Psychology Review
3:458 - 489.

Knight, John Reform.2008. Growth and Inequality in China. Asian Economic Policy Review 1: 140 - 158.

Partridge, Mark D. Rickman, Dan S.2008. Distance from Urban Agglomeration Economies and Rural Poverty. Journal of
Regional Science 2: 285 -310.

( : 12013 - 12)



