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Abstract: The paper exams the role of leaders in village governance and institutional innovation

in rural China through case study researches the Country Land Joint-stock Cooperative in S Village.

The paper features the creativity of village leaders in developing this new organization in rural China.

Then we analyze the factors which influence village leaders’ behavior: the resources they possess;

the political environment they face; and villagers’ reaction. By comparing them with gentry in impe—

rial China we come to the conclusion that today’ s village leaders neither officials nor agencies

connect the local authority with villagers and play a big role in the community just as important as

their ancient counterparts did. By comparing with French rural society we confirm that under the

condition of the marketing of agricultural economics

through new forms.

traditional protection of farmers is maintained

Key words: cooperative; village leaders; rural China
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