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The Effect of Enrollment Expansion in Colleges and Universities

on Social Mobility in China

HAO Yu-fei' CHEN Jie-ming' > ZHANG Shun'
(1. School of Humanities and Social Sciences Xi‘an Jiaotong University Xi‘an 710049 China;
2. The Department of Psychology and Sociology Texas A&M University — Kingsville Texas 77843 U. S.)
Abstract: The rate of intergenerational social mobility is an important indicator of social justice and education
plays a crucial role in intergenerational social mobility in modern society. It is held by conventional wisdom
that the higher education expansion since 1999 increases the opportunities for students from rural areas or of
lower socioeconomic status to receive college education hence promoting social mobility and improving oppor—
tunity equality. However findings from our empirical analysis are at variance with this viewpoint. The analysis
of the China General Social Survey ( CGSS) data indicate that after the college enrollment expansion there
has been no significant improvement in intergenerational social mobility. Whereas the absolute mobility rate
has increased since the expansion of college enrollment the relative mobility rate remains largely unchanged.
This pattern suggests that while the expansion of college enrollment has given rise to increased national educa—
tional level its effect on improvement of intergenerational social mobility has been rather limited. In other
words the status of parent generation continues to exert strong influence on that of the children’s generation.
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