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“Nomadism—-Sedentarism” Continuum: A Research Paradigm of the
Change of Nomadic Societies in Anthropology
LUO Yi

Abstract: Nomadic societies have been incorporated into national state and the world political and economic system by settlement
projects voluntarily or involuntarily, since 1960s. Nomadic societies experienced expound social change. Anthropologists have carried
out many researches, and have formed a mature paradigm named “nomadism —sedentarism” continuum. Under this paradigm,
anthropologists focus on several core issues. This article explores the three stages of the change of nomadic societies and these
correlation studies in anthropology firstly, and then analysis the paradigm named “nomadism—sedentarism” continuum. On this basis,
tries to reveal the values and the inspirations of this paradigm to domestic correlation researches.
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