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A Comparative Study of the Different Theoretical Paradigms of “Civil Society”

—Departure from Marxism

LIU Chi, YING Li-cheng

(School of Marxism, Northeast Normal University,Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract; “civil society” is an important conception of Marxist theory and is also wide-used in western academic discourse

areas. The discussion of civil society theory is necessary to expand in a coordinate system,and the origin of the coordinates

should be the Marx of civil society theory. The coordinates of the horizontal axis is the insights of other theorists in the

Marxist lineage which represents a critical research paradigm of civil society theory. The longitudinal axes of the

coordinates are the western liberal theorists of civil society. This system represents the constructivist paradigm of civil

society. A comparative study of multiple civil society theory of Marx theory as the center is an important path to seek and

explore the meaning of civil society in China.
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