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From Clear-cut Distinction to Interdependence: Interdisciplinary

Collaboration in Historical Anthropology

WANG Jun-jie

(1. Department of Sociology, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 ;
2. Department of Academic Affairs, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081)

[Abstract | Traditionally, history and anthropology were in some way related, though there were
constant fractures and estrangement between the two. But since the 1960s, historical anthropology developed
from inter-discipline theory has aroused more and more concerns among scholars. This paper is intended to
describe the current trend of historical anthropology through summarizing theoretical concerns, research
approaches and writing styles. It also advocates an open concept and psychology of inter-discipline and de-
discipline. As an inter-disciplinary research approach, historical anthropology should surpass the limit of
discipline by describing and understanding historical facts in both diachronic and synchronic perspectives so as
to provide a more thorough description of historical and present social structures.
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