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The Four Perspectives of the Relationship
between the State and Farmers

Based on Reviewing the Related Literature

Huang Zhenhua

Abstract Because of the different research purport theoretical study on the relationship between the state and farmers can
be divided into four perspectives: (1) the perspective of local society and national construction; (2) the angle of view of
political control and social mobilization; (3) the perspective of grassroots democracy and the rights of farmers; (4) the
perspective of local government and the village elite. These four perspectives cover the basic content in the research of the
relationship between the state and farmers and provide rich theoretical resources for us to understand the interaction be—
tween state and farmers. However the interpretation mode of existing research is simple which puts forward requirements
for the further related research.

Key words The state and farmers; National construction; Political control; Grassroots democracy; The village elite
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