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Public Intellectuals’ Stigmatization:
An Explanative Perspective from the Sociology of Consumption

Wen Jun & Luo Feng

Abstract: The stigma of public intellectuals is a derivative phenomenon that accompanied by their
impact gradually expands. The author of this thesis considers that the new network media has been
playing a significant role in compelling public intellectuals to fall into the quagmire of stigmatization.
From an explanative petspective of consumer sociological, its essence is a form of expression that their
cultural value of its consumer goods denied by the public as. New media to promote not only reinforces
the erosion from the media field to the original field of cultural production and consumption, but also
provides an objective environment for the public intellectuals’ stigma, through the control of consumer
society and culture. It makes stigmatized has become a necessity from make public intellectuals’
consumption values are subject to huge losses in individual and group levels. On the one hand,
stigmatization of public intellectuals has deepened the chaos of the market of ideas in China. On the
other hand, it is a kind of deepening development on loss of social trust. What we should note here is
that the stigmatization of public intellectuals is not all that bad. The process of stigmatizing constitutes
another form which consumers in knowledge consumption area can contend for power and profit with

the so-called intellectual elites.

Key word: public intellectuals, stigmatization, media, cultural consumer society
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