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Constructure: the Practical Reason in the Transformation of the Kinship System of the
Hualanyao People in the Dayao Mountain, Guangxi Province, China
Luo Hongguang

Abstract: Based on the structure analysis and criticizing Radcliffe Brown’s
functionalism, Lé&ri-Strauss points out that the exchange rule of kinship system and
its terminology rests on the incest taboo and it keeps the human’s continuity and
stability according to three principles of the kinship, affinity and descent. Taking
the Kinship system of the Hualanyao People in the Dayao Mountain, Guangxi
Province, China as an example, this paper finds that Lévi-Strauss's explanation
about the transformation of the kinship system which relates to the change of the
basic society structure is inadequate, and it even negatives human practice. The
affinity is not only the basic element which keeps family’s reproduction, but also
the main reason which results in the changes of the kinship system. The kinship
system is not as rigid as the structural analysis, because the practical reason of the
people living in the world has a direct or indirect impact on the development and
changes of their kinship system.

Key words: constructure, kinship system, practical reason, incest taboo, Hualanyao
people
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