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Controversies over and Empirical Studies of Citizen Participation:
A Review of Relevant Research Abroad in the Past 15 Years

GUO Xiao-cong DAI Kai
( School of Government Sun Yat-Sen University Guangzhou 510275 Guangdong)

Abstract: Citizen participation ( CP) has long since been an important issue for both scholars on and practitioners of
public administration. CP includes four key elements i.e. CP issues CP participants CP procedures and CP mechanisms.
Centering around the controversies over CPs “advocacy theory  “skepticism theory” and “balance theory” scholars have
conducted a great number of studies of effects CP practice mechanisms of CP occurrence mechanisms of CP effects and
improvement of CP practice. This paper presents a literature review of overseas empirical studies of CP and reveals some
characteristics and trends in the research on CP i.e. constant enhancement of theorization diversification of research
methods increase in attention to concrete and specific problems and greater emphasis on practice-oriented research. It is
argued that all this has important implications for the study CP and improvement of CP practice in China.

Key Words: citizen participation decision-making democratic administration
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