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Finding Actors: Discussion on the Application of
Sociological Concepts in Historical Studies

WU Zhen-giang
( Department of History Zhejiang University Hangzhou 310007 Zhejian)

Abstract: Sociological concepts with “social action” as its core constitute the analysis mode of such Chinese historical
cases as Management Strategies of Youyan ( Jinglue Youyan) Soulstealers: The Chinese Sorcery Scare of 1768 the Political
Career Evolution of the Scholar ( Shidafu Zhengzhi Yansheng Gao) and Historical Discussion on the Formation of the Sui and
the Tang Dynasties ( Sui Tang Diguo Xingcheng Shilun) . Taking “social action” as the core concept the basic inherent
values of the sociological concepts can be clearly reflected including the dominant role of social actors in social practice and
historical evolution and the restricting effect of the history-society structure on the choice of “social action”. Historical re—
searchers more consciously and more flexibly choose and apply various sociological theories to better develop the explanation
mode for the specific historical phenomena and even put forward innovative and fundamental theory structure in specific his—
torical studies thus overcoming the “theoretical thirst” and “theoretical phobia” in these studies.
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