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Virtual Social Stratification:
A Comparison with Real Social Stratification
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Abstract: Each scientific and technological revolution of human beings has the enormous influence on the social
formation. Today the significant impact of IT revolution on the social formation is reflected in the rise of the virtu—
al society resulting in the coexistence of two sets of social structure. One is the real social structure and the oth—
er the virtual social structure. This paper carries out an empirical research into the virtual social structure from
the perspective of social stratification which is further divided into five strata so as to be compared with their re—
spective positions in the real social stratification. The study shows that the bottom stratum in the real society is
pushed up to the top one in the virtual society while the top one in the real society stays at the bottom of the vir—
tual society. The inversion of stratum positions makes an intense impact on the real social order which is an im-
portant aspect of social governance nowadays.
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