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How the Theory of Social Mutual-Construction Came into Being
—An Examination about the Academic Tradition of Sociology and a Reflection

on Empirical Reality during China s A ccelerting Social Transformation

ZHENG Hang-sheng, YANG Min
(Research Center for Sociological Theory and Methodology, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract: Having explored the crisis of old-ty pe modernity and the rise of new-type modemity, together
with their influence upon sociological theory, the co-authors straighten out and comment on the break-up
tradition of sociology and the reconstructing efforts made by contemporary constructionist sociologists. On
the basis of the research into the fact that the relations of society and nature, the individual and society are
experiencing great changes during China s accelerating social transformation, the authors put forward the
theory of social mutual-construction—a basic sociological theory about the relations between the individual
and society during China s social transformation. They herein offer a brief introduction to this theory .

Key words: modernity; old-type modernity; new-type modernity; reconstruction of sociology; theory of

social mutual-construction
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